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AFPDATA, A PROJECT FEATURING AFP AND THREE PARTNERS, IS SELECTED
FOR GOOGLE DNI FUNDING

THE AFPDATA PROJECT, WHICH IS AIMED AT DEVELOPING THE USE OF DATA IN NEWSROOMS, HAS BEEN
SELECTED BY THE GOOGLE DIGITAL NEWS INITIATIVE (DNI, HTTP://WWW.DIGITALNEWSINITIATIVE.COM), THE
FUND ANNOUNCED IN AMSTERDAM ON THURSDAY. THE PROJECT BRINGS TOGETHER AGENCE FRANCE-
PRESSE, AUTOMATED TEXT SPECIALIST SYLLABS, DATA OPTIMISATION PLATFORM OPENDATASOFT AND
LAPTOP USER EXPERIENCE (UX) DESIGNERS.

AFPData is a new data-driven editorial ecosystem. The project has three components:
¢ Creating original datasets with high editorial added value.
e Making these datasets -- generated by AFP, its partners or AFP-selected open-data sources — available to
newsrooms via Api or by downloading using the OpenDataSoft platform.
e Using these datasets to automatically or semi-automatically produce live news content.

The project’s objective is to develop datajournalism practices both within AFP and in its clients’ newsrooms. Many
newsrooms struggle to adopt datajournalism techniques due to lack of time and resources. At the same time, fact-
checking, contextualisation, multiplication of sources and transparency are key factors in the credibility of media
organisations in the era of post-truth and information overload.

AFPData aims to make original, reliable, selected and indexed datasets easily accessible in order to assist
newsrooms. The project also covers the use of enriched data for automated or semi-automated production and
monetization of new types of content.

It is the second time that a project proposed by AFP has been chosen by the Google DNI fund, which has a total
of 150 million euros available over three years to support and stimulate innovation in datajournalism practices in
Europe. AFPInteractive, a new interactive infographics product launched in 2017, also received support from the
fund.

Partners :

Syllabs : https://www.syllabs.com/
OpenDataSoft : https://www.opendatasoft.com/
LeLaptop : https://www.lelaptop.com/en/

Google DNI : http://www.digitalnewsinitiative.com

About AFP:

AFP is a global news agency delivering fast, accurate, in-depth coverage of the events shaping our world from conflicts to
politics, sports, entertainment and the latest breakthroughs in health, science and technology. With 2,300 staff spread across
almost every country, AFP covers the world 24 hours a day in six languages. AFP delivers the news in video, text, photos,
multimedia and graphics to a wide range of customers including newspapers and magazines, radio and TV channels, web
sites and portals, mobile operators, corporate clients as well as public institutions.
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